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What is CEIC?

A web based catalog of environmental data for California.
CEIC stores “metadata” not the data itself.
Metadata is information that describes a resource: 

What type of data it is (e.g. digital image, hard copy report, 
etc.).
Who created it and for what purpose.
How to obtain it (e.g. file download, mail hard copy).
Much more.

CEIC uses a metadata standard called:
Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (FGDC-STD-001 June 1998)
Commonly called the “FGDC metadata standard”*

*Note that other standards exist, e.g. ISO 19115



Who Uses CEIC?

The Catalog has been developed through a collaborative effort 
with the California Geographic Information Association, 
California Environmental Resources Evaluation System, and the 
Federal Geographic Data Committee. 
Participants include cities, counties, utilities, state and federal 
agencies, private businesses and academic institutions that 
have spatial and other types of data resources.
Currently 230 organizations have created catalogs with a total 
4500 datasets.



CEIC interoperates with other 
metadata tools:

ESRI ArcCatalog
Intergraph SMMS
Others using the FGDC 
standard and 
importing/exporting in XML 
format.
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Collections of Datasets

CEIC is increasingly used to facilitate the sharing of GIS datasets.
CEIC acts as a “front end” to more specialized data repositories
including the California Spatial Information Library (CaSIL) and the 
California Legacy Project’s data collection.
Dataset collections can be defined in support of other special projects 
and presented in custom interfaces. 
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CEIC and the World

CEIC is a node of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).
The Geospatial Data Clearinghouse is a collection of over 250 spatial data 
servers, that have digital geographic data primarily for use in Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), image processing systems, and other modeling 
software. These data collections can be searched through a single interface 
based on their descriptions, or "metadata." 



Where is CEIC?

! You can find CEIC at:
http://gis.ca.gov/catalog

! For questions and more information email:
metadata@gis.ca.gov










